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Law EnforcemenwWarnsof WidespreadJnemploymenScam

Overthecourseof thelastyear,therehasbeenanoverwhelmingncreasen unemploymentraudthroughouthe
United States.Lossesarebeingreportedn excesf hundredof millions of dollars. Locally, it appearshusfar
thattheillicit activity cannotbetiedto anyspecificgroupbutis widespread.Otherstateshavetied someof the
activity to awell-organizedNigerianfraudring with a substantiatilatabasef personaldentifying informationand
hundredor thousand®f involvedsuspects.

A nationwidetrendhasbeenrecognizedn which the fraudulentbenefitclaimshavebeensubmittedusingthe
Personaldentifying Informationof first respondersgovernmenpersonneandschoolemployees.Detectiveswith
the Sheriff's Office andColoradoSpringsPolice Departmenareawareof theseschemesndareworking with the
ColoradoDepartmenbf LaborandEmploymentaswell atthe U.S. SecretServiceon how bestto addresshese
issuesSeverakmployee®f the El PasoCountySheriff's Office havealreadyseenclaimsmadewithout their
knowledge.

If you receiveinformationaboutanunemploymentlaimyou did notfile or aU.S.BankReliaCarddebitcard
absentclaim, it is importantyou do thefollowing:

» Goto the ColoradoDepartmentf LaborandEmploymentwebsiteto reportthe fraud.

* Reportthefraudto the FTC via Identitytheft.gov.

* File apolicereport. This canbeaccomplisheanlinewith mostlocaljurisdictions.For the ColoradoSprings
PoliceDepartment https://coloradosprings.gov/police-department/page/report-crime-amigfer the El Paso
CountySheriff'sOffice : https://lwww.epcsheriffsoffice.com/services/file-crime-report-online.

* Createafile to keepanyrecordsrelatedto the fraudandyour effortsin oneplace.

» Goto oneof thethreemajorcreditbureausandput a fraud alerton your nameandSSN.
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Over the course of the last year, there has been an overwhelming increase in unemployment fraud throughout the United States.  Losses are being reported in excess of hundreds of millions of dollars.  Locally, it appears thus far that the illicit activity cannot be tied to any specific group but is widespread.  Other states have tied some of the activity to a well-organized Nigerian fraud ring with a substantial database of personal identifying information and hundreds or thousands of involved suspects. 

A nationwide trend has been recognized in which the fraudulent benefit claims have been submitted using the Personal Identifying Information of first responders, government personnel and school employees.  Detectives with the Sheriff’s Office and Colorado Springs Police Department are aware of these schemes and are working with the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, as well at the U.S. Secret Service on how best to address these issues. Several employees of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office have already seen claims made without their knowledge.

If you receive information about an unemployment claim you did not file or a U.S. Bank ReliaCard debit card absent a claim, it is important you do the following:

• Go to the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment website to report the fraud.

• Report the fraud to the FTC via Identitytheft.gov.

• File a police report.  This can be accomplished online with most local jurisdictions. For the Colorado Springs Police Department : https://coloradosprings.gov/police-department/page/report-crime-online and for the El Paso County Sheriff's Office : https://www.epcsheriffsoffice.com/services/file-crime-report-online.

• Create a file to keep any records related to the fraud and your efforts in one place.

• Go to one of the three major credit bureaus and put a fraud alert on your name and SSN.
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