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MEDIA RELEASE
DATE: Decembes, 2021[11:30AM]

Sheriff's Office K9 TeamlInstrumentaln ArrestingFelonyMenacingSuspect

OnDecembei7, 2021 ,just before5:30PM, anon-demandransportatiorservicedriver calledthe El PasoCounty
Sheriff's Office Communication€enterto reportthata manhe gavearide to pointeda gunat him duringthetrip.
Thedriver saidhewasableto coaxthe suspecbut of his vehiclein the100block of EstrellaVista Lanein
unincorporatedel PasoCounty,left him there,andimmediatelycalled911. Sheriff's Office PatrolDivision
deputiesalongwith EPSOTacticalSupportUnit (TSU) deputiesandanEPSOK9 team floodedthe areato searct
for the suspect.He waslocateda shortdistanceawayin the 1000block of Drury Lane.

Despitenumerousrerbalcommandgrom deputiedo stopandsurrendeto alawful arrestthe suspectefusedo
complyandrepeatedlyeachednto his jacket. He thenmadea movementowardoneof our deputieswvhile
continuingto reachinto his jacket. As aresult,K9 DeputyHancockdeployedhis partnerK9 Jinx who contacted
thesuspect.Thesuspectontinuedo resistthe K9 contactaswell asdeputies’attemptgo restrainandarresthim.
After abrief struggle hewastakeninto custody. A defacedirearmusedby the suspectvaslaterlocated
abandonedh the backseaof thevictim's vehicle.

Thesuspectvastransportedo alocal hospitalfor treatmenfor injuriessustainedrom the K9 contact. After he’s
medicallyclearedhewill bebookedinto the EI PasoCountyJail onthe chargeof FelonyMenacing,Prohibited
Useof aWeaponResistingArrest,andHarassmentThe suspectidentifiedasSalvadoVelasco,DOB: 06-12-91,
wasalsofoundto haveanactivewarrantfor his arrestfrom the Stateof Texasfor the chargeof FelonyBurglary.

TheEl PasoCountySheriff'sOffice remainssteadfasin our commitmento combatingviolent crimeandworking

to bring violent offendersto justice. We standwith our communityin working togetherto makeEl PasoCountya
safeplaceto work andlive.
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On December 7, 2021, just before 5:30 PM, an on-demand transportation service driver called the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center to report that a man he gave a ride to pointed a gun at him during the trip.  The driver said he was able to coax the suspect out of his vehicle in the 100 block of Estrella Vista Lane in unincorporated El Paso County, left him there, and immediately called 911.  Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division deputies, along with EPSO Tactical Support Unit (TSU) deputies and an EPSO K9 team, flooded the area to search for the suspect.  He was located a short distance away in the 1000 block of Drury Lane.  
 
Despite numerous verbal commands from deputies to stop and surrender to a lawful arrest, the suspect refused to comply and repeatedly reached into his jacket.  He then made a movement toward one of our deputies while continuing to reach into his jacket.  As a result, K9 Deputy Hancock deployed his partner K9 Jinx who contacted the suspect.  The suspect continued to resist the K9 contact as well as deputies’ attempts to restrain and arrest him.  After a brief struggle, he was taken into custody.  A defaced firearm used by the suspect was later located abandoned in the backseat of the victim's vehicle.
 
The suspect was transported to a local hospital for treatment for injuries sustained from the K9 contact.  After he’s medically cleared, he will be booked into the El Paso County Jail on the charges of Felony Menacing, Prohibited Use of a Weapon, Resisting Arrest, and Harassment.  The suspect, identified as Salvador Velasco, DOB: 06-12-91, was also found to have an active warrant for his arrest from the State of Texas for the charge of Felony Burglary.

The El Paso County Sheriff's Office remains steadfast in our commitment to combating violent crime and working to bring violent offenders to justice.  We stand with our community in working together to make El Paso County a safe place to work and live.
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