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	Media_Release_Text_1: Sheriff’s Office K9 Team Instrumental in Arresting Felony Menacing Suspect

On December 7, 2021, just before 5:30 PM, an on-demand transportation service driver called the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center to report that a man he gave a ride to pointed a gun at him during the trip.  The driver said he was able to coax the suspect out of his vehicle in the 100 block of Estrella Vista Lane in unincorporated El Paso County, left him there, and immediately called 911.  Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division deputies, along with EPSO Tactical Support Unit (TSU) deputies and an EPSO K9 team, flooded the area to search for the suspect.  He was located a short distance away in the 1000 block of Drury Lane.  
 
Despite numerous verbal commands from deputies to stop and surrender to a lawful arrest, the suspect refused to comply and repeatedly reached into his jacket.  He then made a movement toward one of our deputies while continuing to reach into his jacket.  As a result, K9 Deputy Hancock deployed his partner K9 Jinx who contacted the suspect.  The suspect continued to resist the K9 contact as well as deputies’ attempts to restrain and arrest him.  After a brief struggle, he was taken into custody.  A defaced firearm used by the suspect was later located abandoned in the backseat of the victim's vehicle.
 
The suspect was transported to a local hospital for treatment for injuries sustained from the K9 contact.  After he’s medically cleared, he will be booked into the El Paso County Jail on the charges of Felony Menacing, Prohibited Use of a Weapon, Resisting Arrest, and Harassment.  The suspect, identified as Salvador Velasco, DOB: 06-12-91, was also found to have an active warrant for his arrest from the State of Texas for the charge of Felony Burglary.

The El Paso County Sheriff's Office remains steadfast in our commitment to combating violent crime and working to bring violent offenders to justice.  We stand with our community in working together to make El Paso County a safe place to work and live.
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