tockForm - ] Paso County Sheriff’s Office Bill Elder, Sheriff

“Serving the community for over 150 years.”

El Paso County Sheriff’s Office

27 East Vermijo Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2280
Jacqueline Kirby, Media Relations Manager

Office: (719) 520-7183, Email: jacquelinekirby@elpasoco.com

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: October27,2020[6:20 PM]

Two DeputiesandEight InmatesTestPositivefor COVID-19

In the past24 hourstwo moredeputiesandeightinmateshavelab-confirmedcaseof COVID-19. Thedeputies
andinmateshavebeenisolatedandall employeesndinmatesvho havehaddirector indirectcontact,or other
work-relatedcontacthavebeencontactedand/ornotified.

Theinmatesdentifiedwereasaresultof routinequarantineandtestingprior to movemenbut to the Department
of Correctiongdo carryouttheir sentenceThe Departmenbf Correctiongequireswo weeksof symptomchecks
anda COVID testprior to acceptingany sentencethmate. We havequarantinediny otherinmateshousedvith
the positiveinmatesandwill testanywho areor becomesymptomaticCurrentlywe havefive wardsquarantined.

In addition,we identified staff membersvho havebeenin contactwith COVID positiveinmatesand/oremployees
anddetermineanapproximateonsettime of exposure.Thestaff who areasymptomatievill quarantindor 14
days,betestedfor COVID sevendaysfrom their dateof exposuraunlesstheydevelopsymptomssooner.

Sheriff'sOffice Staff havehadplansandstructuresn placesincethe onsetof this pandemiandwill continueto
takestepsto preventfurtherspreado otheremployeesndinmateshatwe housen thejail.

Sincevideovisitationremainsclosed thosememberf our communitywho haveincarceratedriendsor family
canvisit usingthefollowing link: https://visitation.epcsheriffsoffice.com/StartPage/index.php.

We remainin constantonsultatiorandcoordinationwith memberof the El PasoCountyHealthDepartmentWe
now know thevirus hasspreadhroughouthe communityandfurtherattemptgo preventthe spreademain
difficult. We continueto monitorour employeesandinmatesfor symptomsandarecommittedto takingany steps
possibleto mitigatetherisksof contractingtheillness.

###
MR 20-165

. EPCSheriff EPCSheriffsOffice EPCSheriff
www.epcsheriffsoffice.com

~

Honest
Loyal
United



www.twitter.com/EPCSheriff
www.facebook.com/EPCSheriffsOffice
www.youtube.com/EPCSheriff
www.youtube.com/EPCSheriff
www.facebook.com/EPCSheriffsOffice
www.twitter.com/EPCSheriff

	Lock_Form: 
	Date: October 27, 2020 [6:20 PM]
	Media_Release_Text_1: Two Deputies and Eight Inmates Test Positive for COVID-19

In the past 24 hours two more deputies and eight inmates have lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19. The deputies and inmates have been isolated and all employees and inmates who have had direct or indirect contact, or other work-related contact have been contacted and/or notified.

The inmates identified were as a result of routine quarantine and testing prior to movement out to the Department of Corrections to carry out their sentence. The Department of Corrections requires two weeks of symptom checks and a COVID test prior to accepting any sentenced inmate.  We have quarantined any other inmates housed with the positive inmates and will test any who are or become symptomatic. Currently we have five wards quarantined.

In addition, we identified staff members who have been in contact with COVID positive inmates and/or employees and determine an approximate onset time of exposure.  The staff who are asymptomatic will quarantine for 14 days, be tested for COVID seven days from their date of exposure unless they develop symptoms sooner. 

Sheriff's Office Staff have had plans and structures in place since the onset of this pandemic and will continue to take steps to prevent further spread to other employees and inmates that we house in the jail. 
 
Since video visitation remains closed, those members of our community who have incarcerated friends or family can visit using the following link: https://visitation.epcsheriffsoffice.com/StartPage/index.php.

We remain in constant consultation and coordination with members of the El Paso County Health Department. We now know the virus has spread throughout the community and further attempts to prevent the spread remain difficult. We continue to monitor our employees and inmates for symptoms and are committed to taking any steps possible to mitigate the risks of contracting the illness.
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