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MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: Januaryl8,2019[11:00AM]

Suspectn NigerianRomancescamArrested

In Februaryof 2018,the EI PasoCountySheriff'sOffice FinancialCrimesUnit begananinvestigationregardinga
NigerianRomanceScam. Theinvestigatiorrevealedhe suspectameto the United Statesn early2017,ona
studenwisaandimmediatelystartechis scam.

Thesuspecmmethis victims throughsocialmedia,posingasa middle agedwhite malewith anengineering
background.He convincedwo womenin El PasoCountyto sendhim moneyin excesof $78,000betweenApril
2017,andFebruary2018,andhe usedfake bankwebsitego convincethemhe hadthe meando paythemback.
The El PasoCountySheriff'sOffice hascoordinatedvith the CobbCountyGeorgiaPoliceDepartmento arrestthe
suspecthis scam. He wastakeninto custodyin Georgiaonthemorningof Januaryl8,2019,andhewill be
scheduledor extraditionbackto Coloradoto facechargesf TheftandCriminal Impersonation.

The suspechasbeenidentifiedasKelly Itive, DOB: 6/22/92.

The Sheriff'sOffice would like to cautionthe public to neversendmoneyto anyonetheydon‘tknow, havenot met
in personpr otherwisehavenot beenableto verify theiridentity.

We would alsolike to expresour appreciatiorfor the effortsof the CobbCountyGeorgiaPolice Departmentor
their assistancen this case.

A mugshotof Itive is attachedo this mediarelease.
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In February of 2018, the El Paso County Sheriff's Office Financial Crimes Unit began an investigation regarding a  Nigerian Romance Scam.  The investigation revealed the suspect came to the United States in early 2017, on a student visa and immediately started his scam.  

The suspect met his victims through social media, posing as a middle aged white male with an engineering background.  He convinced two women in El Paso County to send him money in excess of $78,000 between April 2017, and February 2018, and he used fake bank websites to convince them he had the means to pay them back.  

The El Paso County Sheriff's Office has coordinated with the Cobb County Georgia Police Department to arrest the suspect this scam.  He was taken into custody in Georgia on the morning of January 18, 2019, and he will be scheduled for extradition back to Colorado to face charges of Theft and Criminal Impersonation. 

The suspect has been identified as Kelly Itive, DOB: 6/22/92.         

The Sheriff's Office would like to caution the public to never send money to anyone they don't know, have not met in person, or otherwise have not been able to verify their identity.

We would also like to express our appreciation for the efforts of the Cobb County Georgia Police Department for their assistance in this case.

A mug shot of Itive is attached to this media release.
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