4 ckfom ] Paso County Sheriff’s Office Bill Elder, Sheriff

“Serving the community for over 150 years.”

El Paso County Sheriff’s Office

27 East Vermijo Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2280
Natalie Sosa, Public Information Officer

Office: (719) 520-7141, Email: Email: nataliesosa@elpasoco.com

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: Octoberl7,2018[3:30 PM]

El PasoCountySheriff's Office Fire Mitigation Partnerships

The El PasoCountySheriff'sOffice Wildland Teamis diligently working with our local municipalityleadersand
countyagenciedo coordinatdire mitigationeffortsandhazardfuel reductionthroughouthe county.

A long-rangeplanwith El PasoCountyParksfocuseson improvingthe overallhealthof the forestby removing
disease@ndfire damagedrees. This createdire breaksn theforestwhich reducegheintensityin which thefire
burns. Thestrategyprovidesbetteraccesdor fire personnelimprovesstructuralsurvivability,andreducegherisk
thatdamagedreesposeto hiking trails andrecreationabreas.

We arealsoassistingour DoD partnersat Fort Carsonwith prescribedires. Thesecontrolledfires reducefuels
availableto burnduringwildlandfires. Thisallowsfire personneto fight thefire ontheirtermsratherthanthe
fire burningout of controlandmanaginghem.

We will continueto collaborateandsupportour partnerson aregionalandnationalscalewhenevercalledupon.
This summerthe Wildland Teamdeployedfire personneto assistwith fire suppressiomationallyandthroughout
the Stateof Colorado.

We would like to thankthe US ForestService El PasoCountyParksandlocal military installationsandfire
departmentsor their continuedsupportandcooperatiorwith fire mitigationefforts.
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The El Paso County Sheriff's Office Wildland Team is diligently working with our local municipality leaders and county agencies to coordinate fire mitigation efforts and hazard fuel reduction throughout the county.   

A long-range plan with El Paso County Parks focuses on improving the overall health of the forest by removing diseased and fire damaged trees.  This creates fire breaks in the forest which reduces the intensity in which the fire burns.  The strategy provides better access for fire personnel, improves structural survivability, and reduces the risk that damaged trees pose to hiking trails and recreational areas. 

We are also assisting our DoD partners at Fort Carson with prescribed fires. These controlled fires reduce fuels available to burn during wildland fires.  This allows fire personnel to fight the fire on their terms rather than the fire burning out of control and managing them. 

We will continue to collaborate and support our partners on a regional and national scale whenever called upon.   This summer, the Wildland Team deployed fire personnel to assist with fire suppression nationally and throughout 
the State of Colorado.  

We would like to thank the US Forest Service, El Paso County Parks and local military installations and fire departments for their continued support and cooperation with fire mitigation efforts.  
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