i teckForm - ] Paso County Sheriff’s Office Bill Elder, Sheriff

“Serving the community for over 150 years.”

El Paso County Sheriff’s Office

27 East Vermijo Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2280
Natalie Sosa, Public Information Officer

Cell: (719) 439-0791, Email: nataliesosa@elpasoco.com

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: June25,2018[10:10AM]

Sheriff's Office BehavioralHealthProgramdvlanagemReceivesSeidenberdpPrize

OnFriday,June22,2018,Stephanig€sangemiBehavioralHealthProgramdvianagerof the EI PasoCounty
Sheriff's Office wasawardedhe SeidenberdPrize. The SeidenberdPaperPrizerecognizesndividualsfor their
written psychoanalytiperspectiveon problemswithin prisonsthataffectthe mentalhealthof prisonersguards
andstaff. Twenty-sixpapersveresubmittedby authorsfrom Argentina,Denmark,Ecuador England Israel,ltaly,
andPeruaswell asaroundtheU.S. Mrs. Gangemiwasawardedhefirst prize.

In herpaperMrs. Gangemiargueghatcorrectionsofficersareincreasinglyrelied uponto managehe mental
healthneed=f the sickestinmatesbut oftenareprovidedwith inadequatérainingon etiology, effective
interventionsandhow to manageheir own severaeactiongo this population.Sherecommendshattrainingfor
correctionsofficerscanandshouldintegratepsychoanalyti¢heories.

Mrs. Gangemis aLicensedClinical SocialWorkerwith 10 yearsof experiencen forensicmentalhealth.In May,
shejoinedthe EI PasoCounty(Colorado)Sheriff's Office asBehavioralHealthProgramdVianageifor the
Co-RespondeProgram.The programprovidesdeputieghe ability to respondo mentalhealth-relatedallswith a
speciateamthatincludesa mentalhealthprofessional.
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On Friday, June 22, 2018, Stephanie Gangemi, Behavioral Health Programs Manager of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office was awarded the Seidenberg Prize.   The Seidenberg Paper Prize recognizes individuals for their written psychoanalytic perspective on problems within prisons that affect the mental health of prisoners, guards and staff. Twenty-six papers were submitted by authors from Argentina, Denmark, Ecuador, England, Israel, Italy, and Peru as well as around the U.S.  Mrs. Gangemi was awarded the first prize. 

In her paper, Mrs. Gangemi argues that corrections officers are increasingly relied upon to manage the mental health needs of the sickest inmates but often are provided with inadequate training on etiology, effective interventions and how to manage their own severe reactions to this population. She recommends that training for corrections officers can and should integrate psychoanalytic theories.   

Mrs. Gangemi is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker with 10 years of experience in forensic mental health. In May, she joined the El Paso County (Colorado) Sheriff’s Office as Behavioral Health Programs Manager for the Co-Responder Program. The program provides deputies the ability to respond to mental health-related calls with a special team that includes a mental health professional.
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